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Ronald McDonald House Mid-Missouri
Executive Director Announces Retirement

Terri Gray, Executive Director of Ronald McDonald House Mid-Missouri, has announced her retirement at the end of 2026. Gray has served as Executive Director since 2013.  During her tenure, she oversaw construction of two Ronald McDonald Houses, including the current House located at 1110 S. College Avenue, opened the Ronald McDonald House Family Room within the MU Health Care Children’s Hospital, and developed and launched the Lunch on the House program, serving healthy sack lunches five days per week to families at the Children’s Hospital, Boone Hospital and the Thompson Center for Autism and Neurodevelopment.

“This has truly been a labor of love for me,” said Gray. “I’m proud of what we’ve accomplished over the past 13+ years and the number of families we’ve been able to assist throughout their child’s medical journey.”

Gray first got involved with Ronald McDonald House in late 2011 as a major gifts officer hired to jump-start a stalled campaign to build the House on Lansing Avenue. In 2013 she moved into the role of Executive Director and oversaw completion of that House, as well as the addition of more support services.

“Terri has been instrumental in growing the organization to include a 24-guestroom House, the Family Room, Lunch on the House and our hospitality cart,” said Lindsey Jones, current president of the Ronald McDonald House Board of Directors. “Under her leadership, the charity has grown, offering more programs to more families in need.”

In addition to developing new programs and expanding services, she helped guide the charity through COVID while still providing much needed services to families. And when MU Health Care announced plans for construction of the new Children’s Hospital, Gray led the planning, design and fundraising campaign to build a new Ronald McDonald House so families could remain close to their hospitalized child.

Her background in fundraising also helped strengthen the organization financially. Ronald McDonald House Mid-Missouri recently announced that the $12 million House is debt-free.

“Not many charities can say they’re debt-free,” said Jones. “Thanks to Terri’s leadership, Ronald McDonald House Mid-Missouri is in great shape. We will miss her but wish her the very best as she starts this new chapter of her life.”

Since moving into the new Ronald McDonald House, families have stayed more than 11,720 nights. More than 5,365 individuals have used the Ronald McDonald House Family Room located in the Children’s Hospital, and over 26,400 healthy sack lunches have been distributed through the Lunch on the House program, all at no cost to families.

The search for Gray’s replacement is underway.
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